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Want to talk African-American fiction?  
Talk to any of our librarians for book and author recommendations or to 

compare great reads!  

Classic African-American Literature 
 

The Bluest Eye 
Toni Morrison 

 

Through the Ivory Gate 
Rita Dove 

 

Cane 
 Jean Toomer 

 

A Raisin in the Sun 
Lorraine Hansberry 

 

The Autobiography of 
Miss Jane Pittman  

Ernest Gaines 
 

Passing 
Nella Larsen 

 

If Beale Street Could Talk 
James Baldwin 

 

Jubilee 
Margaret Walker 

Invisible Man 
Ralph Ellison 

 

Not Without Laughter 
Langston Hughes 

 

The Color Purple 
Alice Walker 

 

Kindred 
Octavia Butler 

 

Their Eyes Were Watching 
God 

Zora Neale Hurston 
 

Native Son 
Richard Wright 

 

What Looks Like Crazy on 
an Ordinary Day 

Pearl Cleage 
 

The Street 
Ann Petry 
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Romance 
• Rochelle Alers • Alyssa Cole  

• Seressia Glass • Jasmine Guillory  

• Donna Hill • Brenda Jackson  

• Beverly Jenkins • Tracey Livesay  

• Alexa Martin • Selena Montgomery 

• Farrah Rochon • Rebekah 
Weatherspoon 

Contemporary 
• Brit Bennett • Reshonda Tate 

Billingsley • Ta-Nehisi Coates  

• Leesa Cross-Smith • Edwidge 

Danticat • Eric Jerome Dickey  

• Tananarive Due • Danielle Evans  

• Percival Everett  • Lauren Francis-

Sharma • Megan Giddings • Kaitlyn 

Greenidge • Ladee Hubbard • Tayari 

Jones • Victor LaValle • Asha 

Lemmie • J.D. Mason • Ayana 

Mathis • James McBride • Bernice 

McFadden • Diane McKinney-

Whetstone • Terry McMillan • Mary 

Monroe • Leila Mottley • Victoria 

Christopher Murray • Kiley Reid  

• Kimberla Lawson Roby • Maurice 

Carlos Ruffin • Margaret Wilkerson 

Sexton • Brandon Taylor • Omar 

Tyree • Jesmyn Ward • Bryan 

Washington • LaToya Watkins  

• Carl Weber • Colson Whitehead  

• Sheila Williams • De’Shawn 
Charles Winslow 

Sci-Fi/Fantasy 
• Octavia Butler • Milton Davis • N.K. 

Jemisin • Tochi Onyebuchi • L. 

Penelope • Rivers Solomon • Cadwell 
Turnbull 

Mystery/Suspense/Crime 
• V.M. Burns • Tracy Clark • Abby 

Collette • S.A. Cosby • Kellye 

Garrett • Rachel Howzell Hall  

• Tamron Hall • Stephen Mack Jones 

• Attica Locke • Wanda M. Morris  

• Walter Mosley • Vanessa Riley  

• Brendan Slocumb 

Black Authors from Other 
Countries 

• Ayobami Adebayo (Nigeria)   

• Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

(Nigeria) • Bolu Babalola (England)  

• Oyinkan Braithwaite (Nigeria)  

• Candice Carty-Williams (England)  

• Teju Cole (Nigeria) • Abi Dare 

(Nigeria) • Nicole Dennis-Benn 

(Jamaica) • Esi Edugyan (Canada)  

• Akwaeke Emezi (Nigeria) • Diana 

Evans (England) • Yaa Gyasi 

(Ghana) • Talia Hibbert (England)  

• Marlon James (Jamaica) • Peace 
Adzo Medie (Liberia/Ghana)  

• Chigozie Obioma (Nigeria) • Nnedi 

Okorafor (Nigeria) • Suyi Davies 
Okungbowa (Nigeria)  

• Helen Oyeyemi (England) • Zadie 
Smith (England) 

We Hope to See More From 
• Gabriel Bump • Nicole Cuffy  

• Rachel Eliza Griffiths • Kai Harris  

• Zakiya Dalila Harris  

• Robert Jones, Jr.  

• Tara M. Stringfellow  

• Nafissa Thompson-Spires  
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